Introduced by Council Member Becton and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Morgan, R. Gaffney, Newby and Hazouri:
RESOLUTION 2018-635
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND HONORING THE REVEREND GEORGE H. SPRAGUE III ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT AFTER 41 YEARS AS A  UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PASTOR; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
our religious leaders are important pillars of our communities; they are essential to the well-being of our families, neighborhoods and City; our pastors are there in moments of sorrow and times of joy; their spiritual nourishment, wisdom and inspiration sustain us all; and

WHEREAS,
for forty-one years, George H. Sprague III has devoted his life to ministering to the flock in the United Methodist Church and is now retiring as Pastor of Crossroad United Methodist Church, a house of worship that he founded in 1995; and

WHEREAS, a West Palm Beach, Florida native, George (Gee) H. Sprague III graduated from Boone High School in Orlando and is a 1975 graduate of Florida Southern College; he graduated Cum Laude from the Candler School of Theology, Emory University in 1980; he and his wife, Sandy, have been married for 39 years and are the proud parents of a daughter, Hannah Elizabeth; in 2001, Gee was a math tutor at Windy Hill Elementary  School and started a mentoring program that is still on-going today;  and
WHEREAS,
Gee Sprague’s life and career are replete with evangelism and devotion to the United Methodist Church; he has been a member of the Florida Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church since 1978; was an Associate at the Evangelist Trinity Foundation from 1980 to 1985; was Associate Pastor at Lakewood United Methodist Church from 1981 to 1995; and was President of Cross and Crown Ministries from 1985 to 2000, where he and his wife, Sandy, ministered to youth and young adults; a signature component of Gee’s legacy at Crossroad United Methodist Church will be his innovative, contemporary  approach to worship; he introduced contemporary praise and worship music, instrumentation and multi-media worship and preaching; and

WHEREAS,
in 1998, Gee Sprague was the recipient of the prestigious Harry Denman Evangelism Award that honors United Methodists who have an exceptional ministry of evangelism; Gee preached that we were an imperfect people whose genuine commitment to the Word puts redemption within our grasp; and
WHEREAS,
George (Gee) Sprague III has been an inspiring spiritual leader in Jacksonville; he has labored tirelessly to uplift others and show them the light of He Who watches over us all and we wish him and his family well as he embarks on this latest milestone, retirement, after 41 years as a United Methodist Church Pastor; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The Jacksonville City Council does hereby recognize and honor George (Gee) H. Sprague III on the occasion of his retirement after 41 years as a United Methodist Church Pastor and extends our best wishes and Godspeed in the days ahead.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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